ECE 162:  Science for Young Children

2 credits

Peninsula College
Spring 2009

Mondays  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
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ECE Instructor:  Yvette Cline



Email:  yvettec@pcadmin.ctc.edu
Office:  L-21





Office Phone:  (360) 417-6495

Office Hours:  12:30—1:30 Monday through Thursday
I-Best Instructor:  Charlie Lyons


Email:  charliel@pcadmin.ctc.edu
Contact Information:
Course Description:

This course will provide an overview of life, physical and earth/environment science and provide techniques to facilitate young children’s science learning.

Course Outcomes:

· Develop basic knowledge in life, physical and earth/environment science

· Create a resource file of area science experiences appropriate for young children

· Develop age appropriate activities that promote science 

· Locate opportunities for children to explore science throughout an early childhood setting

Washington State Skill Standards

By being an active participant in this course and by completing the course assignments you will work on your competency level on the following Washington State Skill Standards for lead early childhood teacher:

· Meet Each Child’s Individual Needs and Plan for Group Needs

· B1.  Interact with children to nurture self-esteem

· B2.  Interact with children to optimize learning.

· B3.  Exhibit respect and appreciation for individual and cultural diversity.

· Develop and Implement Curriculum

· D1.  Observe, document, and assess individual and group needs, interests and skills

· D2.  Gather and utilize curriculum resources and learning materials

· D3.  Provide developmentally appropriate practices.

· D4.  Create and document curriculum plans.

· D5.  Evaluate and modify curriculum plans.

· Create and Maintain a Professional Team Environment

· F1.  Assist and support team members

· F2  Model respect and appreciation for individuals and their culture

· Develop Personally and Professionally

· G1.  Maintain current knowledge of the field.

· G2.  Participate in professional networking.

Course Textbook

Worms, Shadows, and Whirlpools

Science in the Early Childhood Classroom

Karen Worth & Sharon Grollman

Materials Required
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Notebook with dividers

Paper

Pens, highlighter, etc.

Supplies required for the lesson plans you present

Americans with Disabilities

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 “is designed to ensure that students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to access academic programs and successfully complete their studies”.  Peninsula College is committed to providing accessibility to all students.  Any student with special needs must complete a self-identification form available in the counseling office.  This information will remain strictly confidential.  Contact your instructor or the counseling office.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism and/or cheating are not tolerated by Peninsula College.  A student who cheats or plagiarizes the works of others is at risk of receiving a failing grade for the course in which such action takes place.

Classroom Conduct

Students are expected to follow the Early Childhood Educations Ground Rules while enrolled in this course.  These are presented during the first class and if you wish a written copy please request on from the instructor.  Not following the Ground Rules may result in a conference with the instructor.  Continuous behavior that does not follow the Ground Rules may result in being asked to leave the class or course.

Cell Phones

Please turn your cell phones to vibrating.  If you need to use your phone please step out of class.  Read and respond to text messages after class.
Peninsula College Diversity Resolution

Out goal is to seek, involve, and value diverse people –

their contributions, perspectives and potentials –

and to nurture those threads of common experience and desire that unify differences.

To this end, we are committed to cultural and personal diversity and to value individual differences.



Adopted by the Board of Trustees, April 12, 1994
Course Requirements and Grading

Your course grade will be computed from the total of points earned through the following course requirements:

A.  Class Attendance and Participation  4 points per class
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All students are expected to come to class on time and participate in discussions by listening and speaking. In order for you to make meaningful contributions to discussions, readings and weekly assignments must be completed by the due dates.  

B.  Resource File  20 points

Create a file of local resources that provide appropriate science experiences for young children.

C. Science Project  30 points

With a classmate create an activity and environmental science webs, develop a lesson plan in each science area (life, physical, and earth/environment) and design a science area for an early childhood classroom.

D. Activity Presentation  15 points

To a group of young children you will present a science lesson plan you have developed.

Assignments must be turned in on time.  It is understood that unpredictable events happen in our lives.  One assignment will be accepted a week late without penalty.  All other assignments will be accepted at 50% credit up to 2 weeks past their due date.

The following percentages are used to determine your grade:

99-100%  of points possible = 4.0

93-98%    of points possible = 3.5-3.9

80-92%    of points possible = 2.5-3.4

64-79%    of points possible = 1.5-2.4

Course Calender
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This is a guide for the course and it may change during the quarter.  Changes will be announced at the beginning of class so if you are late or absent be sure to verify the schedule with a classmate.
	Class Experiences
	Outside Experiences

	Week 1  March 30

Course introduction

Science Concepts

Reading:  Indtroduction
	

	Week 2  April 6

Science in Early Childhood Classroom

CASAS Testing

Reading:  Chapter 1
	

	Week 3  April 13

Science Inquiry

Reading:  Chapter 2

Due:
	

	Week 4  April 20

Life Science

Reading:  Chapter 3

Due:
	

	Week 5  April 27

Life Science

Reading:  Chapter 3

Due:
	

	Week 6  May 4

Physical Science

Reading:  Chapter 4

Due:
	

	Week 7  May 11

Physical Science

Reading:  Chapter 4

Due:
	

	Week 8  May 18 6:00-8:00 pm
Math and Science Night
Educare Center
Due:
	


	Class Experiences
	Outside Experiences

	May 25  NO CLASS
	

	Week 9  June 1

Earth Science

Reading:  Chpater 5

Due:  Resource File
	

	Week 10  June 8

Science Activity Presentations

CASAS Testing

Reading:  Chapter 6

Due:  Science Project
	


